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 Google’s goal: to digitize the world’s collection of books and 

make them accessible through its advanced keyword search 

algorithm. 

 Google philosophy: The greater the diversity of content on 

the web, the more useful it becomes. And the more people 

who can access the information cataloged in books, the more 

enlightening those works become. 

 

 

Google Goal/Philosophy 



Google Books is a service that searches the 

full text of books that Google has scanned, 

converted to text using optical character 

recognition, and stored in its digital database. 
 

Google Books 
What is it? 



1. Fill in family details 

2. Look for context to understand ancestor’s family life: names, 

places, dates, facts 

3. Books out of copyright and in public domain are available for 

online viewing and free download in PDF format. 

4. Types of materials to look for: 

 City directories 

 Family histories of late 1800’s – early 1900’s 

 School yearbooks 

 

Google Books Value to Genealogists 



 2010 plan to scan 130 million unique books in the world (129,864,880 

to be exact) by 2020.  

 

 October 2010 report cited scan of more than 15 million books from 

more than 100 countries in over 400 languages working with library 

and publisher partners around the world.  

Google Books 
http://books.google.com 

               aka Google Book Search 

              aka Google Print 

 

http://books.google.com/
http://books.google.com/


Books on genealogy or family history: 2,160,000 results 

Keyword: Genealogy 

 All: About 1,240,000 results   

 Limited preview and full view:  About 717,000 results  

 Full view only: About 450,000 results 

 E-books: 623,000 results 

 Written before 1923: 436,000 results 

Google Books 
http://books.google.com 

http://books.google.com/


 For public domain or out of copyright books, or where 

copyright owner has given permission, Google Books result 

opens an interface in which the user may view pages from the 

book. “Full view” and “free for download.”  

 For in-print  books, Google limits the number of viewable 

pages through a variety of access limitations and security 

measures, some based on user-tracking.  

 For books that may be covered by copyright and where 

the owner has not been identified, only "snippets" (two to 

three lines of text) are shown, though the full text of the book 

is searchable. 

Google Books 
http://books.google.com 

http://books.google.com/


Google is building its collection through two programs: 

 

 Library Program 

 Partner Program 

Where do the books come from 



Library Partners 

 Austrian National Library 

 Bavarian State Library 

 Columbia University 

 Committee on Institutional 
Cooperation (CIC)  

 Cornell University Library  

Harvard University 
 Ghent University Library 

 Keio University Library  

 Lyon Municipal Library 

 The National Library of 
Catalonia 

 

 New York Public Library 

 Oxford University 

 Princeton University 

 Stanford University 

 University of California  

 University Complutense of 
Madrid 

 University Library of Lausanne 

 University of Michigan 

 University of Texas at Austin  

 University of Virginia 

 University of Wisconsin – 
Madison 

 



Partner Program 

 Participating publishers can send 
Google their titles (or upload them as 
PDF files).  

 Google matches the content to their 
indexing.  

 Each Google Books result will display 
the book’s title and author, a short 
excerpt containing the highlighted 
search terms (snippet), and other 
public data about the book.  

 Google promotes how to obtain the 
book by purchase or through a library 

 Books have been submitted by more 
than 20,000 publishers and authors 

 

Sampling of Publishers: 

 Ancestry 

 Ashgate Publishing Limited 

 Genealogical.com 

 Genealogical Publishing Co. 

 Greenwood Publishing Group 

 McGraw-Hill 

 National Genealogical Society 

 Oxford University 

 Penguin 

 R.R. Bowker 

 Scholastic 

 Stanford University 

 Taylor & Francis 

 Trafford Publishing 

 University of Minnesota Press 

 Wiley 

 





 Google Search is case insensitive 

 Use all three versions for name searching:  

 “first last” 

 “last, first” 

 “first * last” 

 OPERATORS:  

 AND (understood) (Example: john and adams, john adams) 

 OR (|) (Example: city or town, city | town) 

 NOT (-) (Example: surname –smith) 

 + (to require) (Example: James Howe +Ipswich) 

 ~ (related words)(Example: Place_Name~genealogy) – to make sure the 
place results have something to do with genealogy 

 

 OR  Use “Advanced Book Search 

Tips to Using GoogleBooks 







A Google Books Result Record (1) 



A Google Books Result Record (2) 



PDF 

 Download PDF to view on your 

computer 

 Be sure to save file in a location you 

can remember – create folder for all 

your downloads or put in specific 

surname or place folders 

 If you don’t have Adobe Acrobat 

Reader, you can download it at: 

get.adobe.com/reader/ 

 

Download as PDF or 

EPUB 

http://get.adobe.com/reader/




 At the bottom of each book information page, a section 

titled Bibliographic information displays details about 

the book that can be used to cite it as a reference. 

 If you're using bibliography management software such 

as BibTex, Endnote, or RefMan, you can click the 

appropriate button to download and import the citation 

in the necessary format. 

 

How to Cite a Google Book 



A Google Books Result Record (2) 



 The Open Content Alliance (OCA) is  a global collaborative. 

 The goal is to build a permanent archive of multilingual 

digitized text and multimedia material.  

 The OCA is administered by the Internet Archive, which is a 

501 (c) 3 non-profit library.  

 The OCA encourages access to & reuse of collections, while 

respecting the rights of content owners and contributors. They 

support Creative Commons licenses. 

 Searchable primarily through the Internet Archive but also 

available through Yahoo! and other search engines, including 

Google (not GoogleBooks). 

Open Content Alliance (OCA) 
OCA: http://opencontentalliance.org/ 

Open Library: http://openlibrary.org 

Internet Archive: http://www.archive.org/ 

http://openlibrary.org/
http://openlibrary.org/
http://openlibrary.org/
http://openlibrary.org/
http://www.archive.org/
http://www.archive.org/


Open Content Alliance–  
MA Library Contributors 

 Boston Library Consortium  

 Boston College 

 Boston Public Library 

 Boston Univ.,Mugar Memorial 
Library 

 Brandeis Universities Libraries 

 Brown University Library 

 Marine Biological Laboratory and 
Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution 

 Massachusetts Institution of 
Technology 

 Northeastern University Libraries 

 

 State Library of Massachusetts 

 Tufts University 

 University of Massachusetts Amherst 

 University of Massachusetts Boston 

 University of Massachusetts 
Dartmouth 

 University of Massachusetts Lowell 

 University of Massachusetts Medical 
Center 

 University of New Hampshire 

 Wellesley College 

 Williams College 

 

http://www.archive.org/details/blc


 1.6 million books posted under OCA principles or 
otherwise public domain hosted by the Internet Archive. 

 Free to read, download, print, and enjoy. 

 Some have restrictions on bulk re-use and commercial use 

 Many are licensed using Creative Commons licenses. 

 More than one million searchable, downloadable books 

 23 million book records in Open Library beta. Open 
Library has "one webpage for every book.“  

 Dates published:  Between 1472 and 2011 

 

Open Content Alliance 

http://creativecommons.org/


 Creative Commons (CC) is a U.S. non-profit organization devoted to 

expanding the range of creative works available for others to build upon 

legally and to share. It develops, supports and stewards the legal and 

technical infrastructure that maximizes digital creativity, sharing and 

innovation.  

 Creative Commons has been described as being at the forefront of the 

“copyleft” movement, which seeks to support the building of a richer 

public domain by providing an alternative to the automatic "all rights 

reserved" copyright, dubbed "some rights reserved.“ 

 They have developed licenses free for public use:  

 Share, Remix, Reuse - Legally 

 

 

Creative Commons 
http://www.creativecommons.org 

 

http://www.creativecommons.org/




 Used by millions for research, teaching, and learning. With 

more than a thousand academic journals and over 1 million 

images, letters, and other primary sources, JSTOR is one of 

the world's most trusted sources for academic content. 

 For those not at a subscribing academic institution, 

searching will lead to the first page with publication 

information – frequently all the information  you need and if 

not, it will tell you what warrants a visit to a local college or 

university with access.  

 Recently opened up access to pre-1923 materials.  

 

Jstor 
http://www.jstor.org 



Search for “Starbuck Nantucket” 
 

The First Whalemen of Nantucket  

Daniel Vickers 

The William and Mary Quarterly, Third Series, Vol. 40, No. 4 (Oct., 

1983), pp. 560-583 

Page Scan   PDF   Summary  

  

Nantucket Oil Merchants & the American Revolution  

George Rogers Taylor 

The Massachusetts Review, Vol. 18, No. 3 (Autumn, 1977), pp. 581-606 

Page Scan   PDF   Summary  

 

 

 

JStor Search 

http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.bpl.org/stable/view/1921808?&Search=yes&searchText=starbuck&searchText=nantucket&list=hide&searchUri=/action/doBasicSearch?Query=starbuck+nantucket&gw=jtx&acc=on&prq=nantucket+AND+starbuck&Search=Search&hp=25&wc=on&prevSearch=&item=3&ttl=236&returnArticleService=showArticle
http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.bpl.org/stable/pdfplus/1921808.pdf
http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.bpl.org/stable/info/1921808?&Search=yes&searchText=starbuck&searchText=nantucket&list=hide&searchUri=/action/doBasicSearch?Query=starbuck+nantucket&gw=jtx&acc=on&prq=nantucket+AND+starbuck&Search=Search&hp=25&wc=on&prevSearch=&item=3&ttl=236&returnArticleService=showArticleInfo
http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.bpl.org/stable/view/25088773?&Search=yes&searchText=starbuck&searchText=nantucket&list=hide&searchUri=/action/doBasicSearch?Query=starbuck+nantucket&gw=jtx&acc=on&prq=nantucket+AND+starbuck&Search=Search&hp=25&wc=on&prevSearch=&item=5&ttl=236&returnArticleService=showArticle
http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.bpl.org/stable/pdfplus/25088773.pdf
http://www.jstor.org.ezproxy.bpl.org/stable/info/25088773?&Search=yes&searchText=starbuck&searchText=nantucket&list=hide&searchUri=/action/doBasicSearch?Query=starbuck+nantucket&gw=jtx&acc=on&prq=nantucket+AND+starbuck&Search=Search&hp=25&wc=on&prevSearch=&item=5&ttl=236&returnArticleService=showArticleInfo


Search for “Samuel Gridley Howe” 

 

Robert L. Straker. “Samuel G. Howe to Horace Mann” 

The New England Quarterly, Vol. 16, No. 3 (Sep., 1943), pp. 476-496  

Article Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/361031 

 

“Source Materials: Samuel Gridley Howe 1801-1876” 

Social Service Review Vol. 1, No. 2 (Jun., 1927), pp. 291-309. 

Contains 35 citations. 

Article Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/30009041 

 

 

JStor Search 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/361031
http://www.jstor.org/stable/361031
http://www.jstor.org/stable/30009041
http://www.jstor.org/stable/30009041


 Making of America (MoA) is a digital archive hosted by Cornell University 

and the University of Michigan. 

 Cornell: http://digital.library.cornell.edu/m/moa/ 

 University of Michigan: http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moagrp/ 

 The University of Michigan collection currently contains approximately 10,000 

books and 50,000 journal articles with 19th century imprints. 

 The Cornell collection provides access to 267 monographs and over 100,000 

journal articles with 19th century imprints. The focus is the time period from 

the antebellum period through reconstruction. 

 A scanning project that was picked up by Google Books, and so you will see 

the subtitle in Google Books (Making of America Project)    

 Best use to find: Diaries, Travelogs, Historical articles 

 

Making of America 

http://digital.library.cornell.edu/m/moa/
http://digital.library.cornell.edu/m/moa/
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moagrp/
http://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moagrp/


 The LC American Memory Project is an Internet digital record of 
American history and creativity, providing free and open access to 
resources that document the American experience: 
 written and spoken words,  

 sound recordings,  

 still and moving images,  

 prints,  

 maps, and  

 sheet music  

 These materials, from the collections of the Library of Congress and 
other institutions, chronicle historical events, people, places, and 
ideas that continue to shape America, serving the public as a resource 
for education and lifelong learning. 

Library of Congress American Memory Project 

http://memory.loc.gov/ 







 Historic USGS Maps of New England - 
http://docs.unh.edu/nhtopos/nhtopos.htm 

 

 Sanborn Maps of Massachusetts - http://libraries.mit.edu/get/sanborn  

http://libraries.mit.edu/info/sanborn - info 

 

 Boston Streets: Mapping Directory Data - 
http://dca.lib.tufts.edu/features/bostonstreets/index.html 

 

 Boston Public Library: http://maps.bpl.org/ 

 

 

 

Digital Map Resources 

http://docs.unh.edu/nhtopos/nhtopos.htm
http://docs.unh.edu/nhtopos/nhtopos.htm
http://libraries.mit.edu/get/sanborn
http://libraries.mit.edu/info/sanborn
http://libraries.mit.edu/info/sanborn
http://libraries.mit.edu/info/sanborn
http://dca.lib.tufts.edu/features/bostonstreets/index.html
http://dca.lib.tufts.edu/features/bostonstreets/index.html
http://maps.bpl.org/




 These are all evolving resources. 

 Keep in mind that the tidbit of information that will be 

of most use to you may be uncovered next week or next 

year, and so these sites should be checked periodically. 

  

Don’t Visit Just Once 



 Daniel M. Lynch. Google Your Family Tree: Unlock the 
Hidden Power of Google. FamilyLink.com, Inc.,  2008. 

 Sarah Milstein, J.D. Biersdorfer, and Matthew 
MacDonald. Google: The Missing Manual. Second 
Edition. O’Reilly Media, Inc. 2006.  

 Stephan Spencer. Google Power Search. O’Reilly 
Media, Inc. 2011. 

 Roger C. Schonfeld, William G. Bowen, and Hal Varian. 
JSTOR: A History. Princeton University Press, 2003.   

Further Reading 



Hope Tillman 

hope@hopetillman.com 

http://www.tillmangenealogy.org 

 

This presentation will be available at: 

http://www.hopetillman.com/presentations/gbooks_and_genealogy.pdf 

 

Thank you for attending 

mailto:hope@hopetillman.com
http://www.tillmangenealogy.org/
http://www.hopetillman.com/presentations/google_books_for_genealogy.pdf
http://www.hopetillman.com/presentations/google_books_for_genealogy.pdf

